BREAKING UP THE BLOCK IDEAS
Follow schedule EVERY DAY – put on board so kids know what to expect:

Bellringer  (then write what it will be)


Read Aloud  (what will it be?)


Anticipation Activity  (what is it?)
Direct Instruction  (what will YOU do?  what will students do?)
Wake-Up  (name of activity?)
Practice/Review  (activity?)
Assessment  (what is it?)
Ticket to Leave/Celebration  (homework?  reflection?)
Bellringer Ideas
· Trivia or riddles

· Short poem

· Anecdote

· Opinion or review question

· Life-skills math

· Weird facts

· Video clip

· Current event

· Vocabulary

· ODDEE.COM
Read Aloud Ideas
· Primary documents

· Poems about what studying

· Anecdotes

· News articles

· Chapter from novel chosen by class – read chapter a day!

· NEVER SKIP READ-ALOUD!

Anticipation Activities
· Music, photos, video clips, picture books, group grids, gallery walks

· 20-Questions game, index-card pass, “Get-to-Know-Your-Chapter”, Fishbowl

· Easter eggs – put questions/photos/fact inside and give to kids as enter classroom 
· Anything that will spur interest in the content

Direct Instruction
· No more than 20 minutes at time if teacher-centered – may be longer if hands-on!

· Power Points with neat photos/imbedded video clips

· Read!  Highlight!  Hotdog!  

· Pass the Folder

· Fact-bags 
· Foldables – Google foldables – there are tons of sites with ideas

· Jigsaw, graphic organizers, concept maps, Venn diagrams & class paragraphs 

· MODEL everything you want students to do!


Wake-ups
· Group switches, Simon Says, “I went to class today and learned . . . “

· Body part review – “If you think the Cold War involved threats, touch your elbow.”

· Video clips of weird dancing – kids wiggle!

· Music
Practice/Review
· Bingo, gallery walk reviews, whiteboards, 3-second review, single-line T/F

· Colored Whiffle ball review, paper-plate match game, add-a-line stories

Assessment
· Collages, journals, portfolios, 5 W’s charts, found poems, biopoems

· Mapping, “Funky Folders”, “Respond/React/Reflect” 

· Fishbowl, “Hotdog” questions, gallery walk quizzes
Tickets-to-leave / Celebration
· Response slips, homework assignments, “Quick Quiz”

· Songs or raps, poems, raffles
CREATING ORGANIZED CHAOS IN THE CLASSROOM
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[image: image16.png]More ideas for popsicle sticks!

« Kids decorate clay pots—
classmates write
compliments on popsicle
sticks & put in pots

+ Hand out colored sticks as
kids enter classroom —group
according to color

+ Useas tickets-to-leave —kids
write questions they still
have - put in basket on way
out of classroom — teacher

answers next day




[image: image17.png]Graphing IDEAS

Give each student in group a box of raisins —
have count — kids create graph of # in boxes

Give each group roll of lifesavers — graph how
many of each color in group— then graph as class
Put bowl of assorted bite-size chocolate in
middle of group table — graph favorites

Have kids line up chronologically by birthdays —
count how many birthdays in each month —
graph

Make Oobleck —graph adjectives used to
describe what it feels like



[image: image18.png]Use plates for reviews OR practice OR assessments

*® Fold plate into fourths, sixths, eighths —label each
n — write key terms/concepts in each
section when reading or discussing in class

= Cut out words or pictures from magazines that are
related to unit of study - glue on plate - display in
classroom

= Play the MATCH game with vocabulary on paper
plates — write words/definitions — one on a plate
— turn plates up-side-down on floor — kids form
circle and search for matches!



[image: image19.png]Use paper plates for WORD WALLS
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[image: image20.png]Fold paper plates in fourths — have students
summarize, reflect or respond to reading
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[image: image22.png]Easter eggs & early-finishers
« Type up riddles, opinion questions, brain
teasers, or review questions
* Copy on colored paper and cut into strips
* Place strips in eggs

* Keep basket of eggs available for early
finishers

* Have stack of index cards available for
kids to write answers— they put in raffle
box — choose “winner” daily



[image: image23.png]Easter eggs & social studies
Put in strips of events in eggs — kids have
to put in chronological order

Put in pictures of key people in history —
kids have to identify

Put in pictures of presidents — kids must
place in order of terms

Put in country maps cut into puzzle
pieces — kids put together



[image: image24.png]Easter eggs & science

+ Type chemical equations to balance — cut
in strips & put in plastic eggs — hand to
kids as enter classroom for bellringer or
use as ticket to leave

* Put in pictures of plants or animals — kids
must classify according to family, genus,
species, etc.

* Cut review sheet into individual question
strips — put couple in each egg



[image: image25.png]* Tape strips with unit
topics on wall

* Give every studenta
smaller strip with
term, phrase or
description relating to
one of the concepts

* Students tape under
correct general topic




[image: image26.png]Cut 3’ to 4’ pieces from large
roll of colored paper
Write 10-15 questions all over

paper
Give each group of 4to 5
students one large
“worksheet” and one marker
First group to finish questions
stands up and yells “GO
PATRIOTS” (team mascot) &
wins prize




[image: image27.png]“Pass the lunch . . . Bag!”

Type main ideas of chapter sections and cut into strips
— in each lunch bag place 4 strips pertainingtoa
chapter section

Give one bag to each group - students review and glue
main idea strips one on each side of bag

After reading assigned section students add details to
each main idea

Groups then pass bags to next group who reviews &
discusses main ideas & details on lunch bag

Lunch bags continue to rotate until groups have
original bag

May want to give students individual graphic
organizers to complete as bags are passed




